1874.]
The Puerperal Diseases. 319 Then, again, the recent advances of science with regard to many of the subjects have been so great that the information contained in most of our standard works of reference may be said to be obsolete, and, with the exception of Dr. Leishman's work, there has been no attempt to fill the blank. By devoting a special work to the diseases of the puerperal state, Dr. Barker has been enabled to discuss them with a fulness and at a length which is impossible in a system of midwifery, and the result is certainly the production of a work which is not only highly creditable to the author, but which we can very strongly recommend to the serious study of the practitioner. He will find in it much knowledge which he can obtain nowhere else, which will help him out of many difficulties, and relieve him from much anxiety.
We cannot, of course, pretend to review the whole work, but we shall attempt to give our readers a general survey of its more important contents.
The first chapter treats of ordinary puerperal convalescence, In the cases in which we have ourselves employed aconite for this purpose we have had good reason to be highly satisfied with its results. It is certain that these drugs should have a more extended and careful trial than has hitherto been given them.
In conclusion, we can strongly recommend this treatise to our readers. They will never regret any study they may give it, for it contains the fruit of much honest and laborious work.
